
29th March 2020 

Fifth Sunday of Lent —Year A 

Unusual Times 
 

We live in extraordinary and unusual times. The COVID-19 virus has changed 

our world and the way we gather as a faith community. We are social beings by 

nature and self isolation challenges the very heart of our being. However, there 

are many other ways in which we can show solidarity with and to each other in 

the days and weeks ahead.  

There have been some important communications from Cardinal John Dew, the 

Apostolic Administrator for the Palmerston North Diocese. These clearly outline 

the procedures which have been enacted by the Government to contain this virus 

and this has many implications as to how we as priests are able to minister. A 

copy of Cardinal John’s letter is included in the Weekly Update from the 

Palmerston North Diocese. That document is being sent with the newsletter 

today. 

Father James Lyons has produced a beautiful set of prayers for this time of 

lockdown and self-isolation. These will be sent with the newsletter today. These 

reflections are a wonderful way to contemplate and pray as we face this 

pandemic. 

One of our very respected parishioners of St Mary’s is Doctor Richard Meech, a 

retired physician whose area of expertise is ‘infectious diseases’. I asked Richard 

to write an article to send out with our newsletter this weekend to help us 

understand the COVID-19. He has generously agreed and I am sure you will find 

this article very helpful.  

Father Damian and I are remembering each of you and your families in our daily 

Mass that we celebrate here in the Presbytery. We are both finding it difficult not 

to be able to be with our parishioners and to celebrate Mass and the sacraments 

with you. Our Catholic faith offers great hope especially in times of challenge 

and suffering.  

During Lent we live with confidence and hope as we journey towards the 

resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. Let us care for one another in these 

seemingly dark days and offer each other and our world that same hope which 

Jesus gave to his followers following his death on Calvary. One day, hopefully in 

the not too distant future, we will once again embrace each other at Eucharist 

with the joy that Mary and the Disciples felt in the Upper Room. It is true they 

said: ‘He has Risen’.  
 

Father Barry Scannell s.m.  

Parish Priest 



 

Caritas Lenten Reflection Programme Booklet  
We must now find ways to join with our communities of faith from 

a distance.  
 

Our Lent Reflection Programme booklet is a great resource for 

reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospels for the remainder of 

Lent.  These are available to download for free.  
 

We can also send you a hard copy of the Lenten Reflection 

Programme booklet; give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 

22 or  caritas@caritas.org.nz. 

Principal’s Assistant 
We are currently looking for an experienced Personal Assistant to join 

our office at Sacred Heart College, Napier. The hours of work are  

Mon-Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm, term time only.  To succeed in this 

position we  are looking for you to have:  

 Excellent people skills with the ability to build strong positive 

relationships and outstanding communication skills. 

 Strong organisational and multi-tasking skills with attention to 

detail as well as a reliable, friendly and professional manner 

 Showing initiative and being solution focused 

 Expert in IT skills including Microsoft Office and navigating social  

media 

 Marketing and design experience an advantage but not essential 

 To embrace the Special Character of our College. 

If you are seeking a challenging role in a school environment, we 

would like to hear from you. A job description is available on our 

website.  Send your letter of application and CV along with two 

referees to kmcgrail@sacredheartnapier.school.nz Closing date 26 

March 2020. 

Napier Food Bank 

In line with the government directive and as per instructions by the 

Napier Community Foodbank Board of Trustees the Napier 

Foodbank will be closing today for the next four weeks.   

Should you have an emergency need, The Salvation Army is an 

essential service and will be supplying food parcels for as long as 

they have food – not a limitless supply.  We will be supporting them 

as much as we can.  Their phone number is 844 4941 and 

people must ring them first. 

Care of Creation - Eco tip of the Month 

Check www.enviromentcentre.org.nz disposal of all electronic products.  

Parish Newsletters 

Copies of the parish newsletter for the foreseeable future will be 

available via email. 

If you would like the newsletter emailed please contact the Parish 

Office, 844 2224 or email secretarycpn@gmail.com 

Livestream Sunday Mass from the Cathedral of 

the Holy Spirit Presbytery, Palmerston North 
 

This Sunday at 10:00am we will be streaming a live Mass 

from the Presbytery in Palmerston North. The video will be 

available to watch on our Diocesan YouTube page live or at 

your convenience. There is also a link to Lenten Reflection 

videos and playlists. 

 

1. The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass will be 

livestreamed each Sunday at 10am and it is also available 

as a recording on-demand.  

     Watch here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/video  

 

2. Pope Francis’ daily Masses are now available online 

through the Vatican’s website and YouTube channel. 

They are expected to continue to be available throughout 

the upcoming weeks.  

     Watch here: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-  

     francis/mass-casa-santa-marta.pagelist.html  

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

St Vincent de Paul  

St Vincent de Paul St Patrick's group welcomes new members. For 

more information please contact Helen 835 7036. 



. 

Last Week’s Collection     

 Total - $5,574 

Multiple Sclerosis HB Group Meetings 

Meetings will be held fortnightly on Mondays, 9am-2pm, at Heavey 

Hall, St Thomas More, to offer support and provide activities 

for  those with MS. They are  seeking a volunteer to help out with 

morning teas, serve lunches and assist with games, etc. This is a 

satisfying role. If you are able to assist, please contact Nicola 835 

8542 or 027 240 6621. 

Do you need assistance? 

Some generous parishioners have contacted us to offer assistance. 

They were thinking of our elderly parishioners who may need help 

with groceries, going to the pharmacy, medical supplies etc. 

If you are in need of some assistance please contact us here at the 

Parish Office and we will arrange for one of these generous 

parishioners to contact you. 

Caritas 
We live in rapidly changing times. The COVID-19 coronavirus        

continues to impact people all over the world. At times like this we 

keep in our prayers those who are sick, those caring for them and 

those who are facing fear, doubt or loneliness. If you would like to 

talk to us, please feel free to give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 

22 or email us at caritas@caritas.org.nz.  

NZ Catholic  
If you would like to receive a print or email copies of future issues 

published while churches are closed, supply your name and mailing 

address (or that of parishioners you might ask) 

to admin@nzcatholic.org.nz or call 09 360 3067. Any papers supplied 

under this offer will be free of charge, while churches remain 

closed.  We are currently trialling an electronic version of our paper 

which, if it works out, we hope to put on our 

website www.nzcatholic.org.nz and facebook page next week at 

some point. This will also be free of charge, at least while churches are 

closed. 

Planned Giving and Donations 

As we cannot take cash or planned giving envelopes during this time 

you are invited to make any donations to the Parish via internet 

banking. All gifting and donations received by 31 March are eligible 

for the tax rebate in the 2019/2020 financial year. If you would like to 

take advantage of this you are able to direct credit to the Parish bank 

account. The account details are: 

Bank:                       BNZ 

Account:                 02-0630-0288045-09 

Account Name:   The Catholic Parish of Napier 

Reference:             Your planned giving number 

Code:                       Your surname 

If you are unsure of your planned giving number, or would like to 

contribute using direct debit please phone our Parish Administrator 

Carmel Jones who is working from home. Carmel’s number is 844 

9424. 

Parish Office 

The Parish Office is closed but Father Damian and I are here in the 

Presbytery. We are answering the telephone and will reply to 

messages if you leave them. While we cannot obviously come out 

to see you please contact us if we can be of any help by talking with 

you. 

mailto:caritas@caritas.org.nz


 
Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 

Recently Deceased: Neville Chittenden and Peter Fletcher 
 

Anniversaries: Eric Parkinson (08/02), Cathy Story (17/03),            

Vic Story (21/03), Shirley Yee(21/03), Charlotte Sullivan (21/03) 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Betty Pattison, Chris St Clair, Peggy Lynex, 

Marie Stanford, Leo Baltussen, Peter Israel, Pauline Salmon, Tony 

Murphy, Rosemary Martin  and  Irene Petzer. 

Readings 

This Week: Ezek 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

Next Week:  Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 

Parish Notice 

St Thomas More Lotto: 2020 Round 2 - Draw 1, 7 Agnes 

Cotton. 

Even though our Masses have been suspended, we will 

continue with Round 2, Most have paid Jan but still a few 

outstanding. Please get your $20 to Jan , text 0211 181 9910. 

Lent Reflection 

“Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 

ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the 

temptations of the Evil One. It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which 

we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and 

presumption, but using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the 

word of God and penance. In this way we will be able to celebrate 

Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism.”  

Pope Benedict XVI  

News & Events 

Weekly - Monday:  

 Divine Mercy Prayer Group, 1.30pm, St Patrick’s Chapel. All 

welcome.  Enquiries phone: Laurie 843 5754 or Peter 843 7433. 

Weekly - Wednesday:  

 Napier Christian Meditation Group. 10am, Knox Church, 

Ahuriri. Enquiries phone Kathy 844 4503 or Alison 021 414 357.  

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Prayer. 4pm, 

St Mary’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Weekly - Thursday:  

 Taradale Christian Meditation Group, 10am, St Mary’s Centre, 

small meeting room. 

Weekly - Friday:  

 Youth Group, 6 - 8pm, St Joseph's School, Hastings, Paola 021 

079 0738 or Victoria 021 071 2898. 

Weekly - Sunday:  

 Samoan Divine Mercy Group, 3pm, St Thomas More Church 

Fortnightly - Monday: 

 Multiple Sclerosis HB Group, 9am-2pm, Heavey Hall, St 

Thomas More Church 

 

St Patrick’s Administration and Mission Centre 
As you are aware we had planned to hold a Parish meeting 

today regarding the Administration and Mission Centre. 

Unfortunately that is not possible. We will postpone that 

meeting until we are able to gather again as a community. 
 

We expect Resource Consent any day and once received we 

will have all the information we require so that the Parish 

and the Diocese can make informed decisions on the future 

of the project.  


