
05th April 2020 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord —Year A 
 

The Whole World is Groaning 
 

We are beginning our second week of ‘lock-down’, not a word I particularly like 

but the word used by our health officials and Government as they endeavor to 

help us understand the ramifications of this CONVID-19 virus. I am reminded of 

the text from the letter to the Romans:  
 

‘we are well aware that the whole of creation has been groaning in labour pains. 

And not only that; we too, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we are 

groaning inside ourselves, waiting with eagerness for our bodies to be set free’ 

Rms 8:22  
 

This text is referring to the spiritual life where the writer of the letter is telling us 

that ‘whatever we suffer in this present time is nothing compared with the glory 

which awaits us in Christ.  
 

The whole world is suffering from a very small virus which has brought us to 

our knees. In New Zealand, we have so far been fortunate in terms of fatalities 

and the numbers of those who are sick, but we must continue to be vigilant as we 

try and live our daily lives.  
 

I am overwhelmed by the kindness, generosity and care for others that is evident 

in both our faith and wider communities. Many parishioners have offered to help 

others, especially the elderly. It is my experience, from my morning walk, that 

people now offer more frequently a friendly word or wave than before this crisis 

began.  
 

As we pray, each day in our homes, we continue to remember the people who 

are most deeply affected. Those who are sick, those who have lost their jobs or 

who are trying to manage on reduced incomes. The many business owners 

whose doors have closed and perhaps will not re-open when this is all over.  
 

At the heart of our faith is ‘resurrection’. As we prepare for Christ’s death and 

resurrection through the events of this Holy Week let us allow ourselves to be 

people of ‘hope’ and to radiate that to others. The whole world is groaning and 

in silence as we wait for Jesus to bring healing and hope to a fractured and 

fearful people. 
 

Father Barry Scannell s.m.  

Parish Priest 



 

Parish Office 

The Parish Office is closed but Father Damian and I are here in the 

Presbytery. We are answering the telephone and will reply to 

messages if you leave them. While we cannot obviously come out 

to see you please contact us if we can be of any help by talking with 

you. 

Caritas Lenten Reflection Programme Booklet  
We must now find ways to join with our communities of faith from 

a distance.  

Our Lent Reflection Programme booklet is a great resource for 

reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospels for the remainder of 

Lent.  These are available to download for free.  

Click here: Caritas Lenten Reflection Programme Booklet 

We can also send you a hard copy of the Lenten Reflection 

Programme booklet; give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 

22 or  caritas@caritas.org.nz. 

Readings 

This Week:  

Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 
 

Next Week:  Holy Week 
Thursday Morning:  

Is 61:1-3,6,8-9, Apoc 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 
 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum 
Thursday Evening:  

Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15  
 

Friday of the Passion of the Lord:  

Is 52:13 - 53:12; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 - 19:42 
 

Easter Vigil in the Holy Night:  

Gen 1:1 - 2:2; Gen 22:1-18; Ex 14:15 - 15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11; 

Baruch 3:9-15, 32 - 4:4; Ezek 36:16-28; Rom 6:3-11; Mt 28:1-10 
 

Sunday of the Resurrection:  

Acts 10:34, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 Jn 20:1-9 

Parish Newsletters 

Copies of the parish newsletter for the foreseeable future will be available 

via email. If you would like the newsletter emailed please contact the 

Parish Office, 844 2224 or email secretarycpn@gmail.com 

Livestream Sunday Mass from the Cathedral of 

the Holy Spirit Presbytery, Palmerston North 
 

On Sundays at 10:00am we will be streaming a live Mass 

from the Presbytery in Palmerston North. The video will be 

available to watch on our Diocesan YouTube page live or at 

your convenience. There is also a link to Lenten Reflection 

videos and playlists. 

 

1. The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass will be 

livestreamed each Sunday at 10am and it is also available 

as a recording on-demand.  

 Click on the link to watch: Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass  

 

2. Pope Francis’ daily Masses are now available online 

through the Vatican’s website and YouTube channel. 

They are expected to continue to be available throughout 

the upcoming weeks.  

     Click on the link to watch: Pope Francis’ daily Mass 

Articles with Newsletter 

Today there are three articles which will sent separately with the 

newsletter. 

1. a letter from the New Zealand Catholic Bishops; 

2. the weekly update from the Diocese of Palmerston 

North; 

3. some suggestions for ‘Prayer at Home during Holy 

Week’ from Father Patrick Bridgman from the 

Archdiocese of Wellington. 
 

I hope you find these helpful. Many people have commented on 

how interesting and informative they found the article last week 

from Doctor Richard Meech. We thank Richard for his work in 

preparing that article. 

http://m.vega.works/ls/click?upn=kFu7nqt1R8IF3b4itKttEeDiEm85D69D3cdnL9b1KfS6t-2BVQvq1N9PyNFGToe-2B6LCwoUrqHrzJ-2FFEdk-2BDs3Lj2m8zAGiEl37NMQhA2cfmxo-3DzSbb_VjS2fiTf5aJqNkZp94bFOzkvIBzT6LzDl4CkY-2B86VZG-2FGOrWsRPRbYvQdf0OWnbEKBzcd6eT65ZEno0hJoOejQzUqvwa5xjq
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQsuh9V3w-WRG7yEAnAf_FA
https://pndiocese.org.nz/video
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta.pagelist.html


. 

Last Week’s Collection     

 Total - $4,677 

Multiple Sclerosis HB Group Meetings 

Meetings will be held fortnightly on Mondays, 9am-2pm, at Heavey 

Hall, St Thomas More, to offer support and provide activities 

for  those with MS. They are  seeking a volunteer to help out with 

morning teas, serve lunches and assist with games, etc. This is a 

satisfying role. If you are able to assist, please contact Nicola 835 

8542 or 027 240 6621. 

Do you need assistance? 

Some generous parishioners have contacted us to offer assistance. 

They were thinking of our elderly parishioners who may need help 

with groceries, going to the pharmacy, medical supplies etc. 

If you are in need of some assistance please contact us here at the 

Parish Office and we will arrange for one of these generous 

parishioners to contact you. 

Caritas 
We live in rapidly changing times. The COVID-19 coronavirus        

continues to impact people all over the world. At times like this we 

keep in our prayers those who are sick, those caring for them and 

those who are facing fear, doubt or loneliness. If you would like to 

talk to us, please feel free to give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 

22 or email us at caritas@caritas.org.nz.  

Thought for Reflection 

“As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst…’Repent 

and believe’ Jesus tells us. What are we to repent? Our indifference, 

our hardness of heart. What are we to believe? Jesus thirsts even 

now, in your heart and in the poor, He knows your weakness. He 

wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you.” 

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta  

NZ Catholic - Digital Link Below 
If you would like to receive a print or email copies of future issues 

published while churches are closed, supply your name and mailing 

address to admin@nzcatholic.org.nz or call 09 360 3067. Any papers 

supplied under this offer will be free of charge, while churches remain 

closed.  We are currently trialling an electronic version of our paper 

which, if it works out, we hope to put on our website, 

www.nzcatholic.org.nz and Facebook. This will also be free of charge, 

at least while churches are closed. Click on the link to a digital edition 

of the latest NZ Catholic: NZ Catholic Issue 586 

Planned Giving and Donations 

As we cannot take cash or planned giving envelopes during this time 

you are invited to make any donations to the Parish via internet 

banking.  

The account details are: 

Bank:                       BNZ 

Account:                 02-0630-0288045-09 

Account Name:   The Catholic Parish of Napier 

Reference:             Your planned giving number 

Code:                       Your surname 

If you are unsure of your planned giving number, or would like to 

contribute using direct debit please phone our Parish Administrator 

Carmel Jones, who is working from home, on 844 9424. 

St Vincent de Paul  

St Vincent de Paul St Patrick's group welcomes new members. For 
more information please contact Helen 835 7036. 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

mailto:caritas@caritas.org.nz
http://www.nzcatholic.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/NZCatholic/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/888733fa-9004-4e70-9b91-df418a9f5d2a


 
Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 

Recently Deceased: George Timmins, Hazel Goodin and  

Wayne McGillen 

Anniversaries: Trish Coleman (16/04), Ania Aaron (18/04) 

Prayers for the Sick: Betty Pattison, Chris St Clair, Peggy Lynex, 

Marie Stanford, Leo Baltussen, Peter Israel, Pauline Salmon, Tony 

Murphy, Rosemary Martin  and  Irene Petzer. 

Priestly ordination postponed 
 

We have been advised by Monsignor Brian Walsh that the 

ordination to priesthood of Deacon Trung Nguyen has been 

postponed. The ordination was scheduled to take place on 18 April 

at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Palmerston North. A 

new date will be set at some time in the future. Please remember to 

keep Deacon Trung in our prayers. He is an outstanding young 

man and spent a pastoral year working in the Parish of Hastings. 

He has been appointed back to Hastings after his ordination to 

priesthood. 

News & Events 

Weekly - Monday:  

 Divine Mercy Prayer Group, 1.30pm, St Patrick’s Chapel. All 

welcome.  Enquiries phone: Laurie 843 5754 or Peter 843 7433. 

Weekly - Wednesday:  

 Napier Christian Meditation Group. 10am, Knox Church, 

Ahuriri. Enquiries phone Kathy 844 4503 or Alison 021 414 357.  

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Prayer. 4pm, 

St Mary’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Weekly - Thursday:  

 Taradale Christian Meditation Group, 10am, St Mary’s Centre, 

small meeting room. 

Weekly - Friday:  

 Youth Group, 6 - 8pm, St Joseph's School, Hastings, Paola 021 

079 0738 or Victoria 021 071 2898. 

Weekly - Sunday:  

 Samoan Divine Mercy Group, 3pm, St Thomas More Church 

Fortnightly - Monday: 

 Multiple Sclerosis HB Group, 9am-2pm, Heavey Hall, St 

Thomas More Church 

St Patrick’s Administration and Mission Centre 
As you are aware we had planned to hold a Parish meeting 

today regarding the Administration and Mission Centre. 

Unfortunately that is not possible. We will postpone that 

meeting until we are able to gather again as a community. 
 

We expect Resource Consent any day and once received we 

will have all the information we require so that the Parish 

and the Diocese can make informed decisions on the future 

of the project.  

Napier Food Bank 

In line with the government directive and as per instructions by the 

Napier Community Foodbank Board of Trustees the Napier 

Foodbank will be closing today for the next four weeks.   

Should you have an emergency need, The Salvation Army is an 

essential service and will be supplying food parcels for as long as 

they have food – not a limitless supply.  We will be supporting them 

as much as we can.  Their phone number is 844 4941 and 

people must ring them first. 

St Thomas More Lotto: 2020 Round 2 - Draw 2, Number 23 

- Pam Myers  


