
26th April 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter —Year A 
 

Thoughts and Prayers 
 

Most days at 1pm, I watch the One News Special about the COVID-19 virus. I 

think these are quite well done and it gives me a sense of seriousness of the 

situation we find ourselves in. I am interested in how many new or probable 

cases there are and the other implications that this lockdown is having on our 

lives and our country. 
  

However, I do find it strange though that some participants leading these 

briefings cannot bring themselves to say that ‘for those who have died we 

remember them in our thoughts and prayers’. They only say ‘our thoughts’ are 

with the family and friends of those who have passed’.  
 

What is it to only think of someone else? My thinking of you doesn’t bring you 

any real consolation, because those thoughts don’t have any power to change 

things. Whereas when I pray for those who have died the difference is 

monumental. I bring to God the needs of the person who has died in terms of 

their eternal life, and also ask graces for those who mourn them. And we believe 

that this makes a real difference. Our prayers go beyond ourselves, our thoughts 

do not. 
 

Transition to Level 3 Restrictions 
 

This week we move into Level 3 of lockdown for the COVID-19 pandemic. It will 

allow some business’s and workers to return to employment in a safe situation. 

While this means change for some, the majority of us will still be restricted in 

what we can do and where we can go.  
 

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference has written a letter to priests, 

outlining that we must follow the same practices as for Level 4 except that: 

Funerals and Marriages may be allowed in our parish churches with no more 

than 10 people present.  
 

The Bishop’s advise that they have also written to the Prime Minister, seeking 

definitive information about priests being able to minister to the sick and dying 

in homes and hospitals and to visit the faithful. They are waiting to hear back 

and will provide more information to us when they can.  
 

 

Father Barry Scannell s.m.  

Parish Priest 



 

Parish Newsletters 

Copies of the parish newsletter for the foreseeable future will be available 

via email. If you would like the newsletter emailed please contact the 

Parish Office, 844 2224 or email secretarycpn@gmail.com 

Livestream Sunday Mass from the Cathedral of the 

Holy Spirit Presbytery, Palmerston North 
 

On Sundays at 10:00am we will be streaming a live Mass from 

the Presbytery in Palmerston North. The video will be available 

to watch on our Diocese of Palmerston North YouTube page 

live or at your convenience.  

1. The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass will be livestreamed 

each Sunday at 10am and it is also available as a recording 

on-demand.  

 Click on the link to watch: Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass  
 

2. Pope Francis’ daily Masses are now available online 

through the Vatican’s website and YouTube channel. They 

are expected to continue to be available throughout the   

upcoming weeks.  

     Click on the link to watch: Pope Francis’ daily Mass 

Planned Giving Receipts 

There have been some enquiries regarding Planned Giving receipts for 

the 2019/2020 tax year which ended on 31 March. Unfortunately it is not 

possible to complete the receipts until Carmel is able to return to the 

Parish Office. We apologise for the delay. The receipts will be prepared 

and forwarded as soon as possible once we return to normal working 

arrangements. 

Bishop Peter Cullinane DD 
We warmly congratulate Bishop Peter Cullinane DD who 

celebrated 40 years as a Bishop last Thursday 23 April. We thank 

God for Bishop Peter’s long ministry as a priest and Bishop. This 

includes his outstanding leadership and contribution within the 

Diocese of Palmerston North as it’s first Bishop. He has also 

made such a huge contribution to the wider Church serving on 

several international Catholic committees including ICEL (the 

International Commission for English in the Liturgy). He has 

always shown a deep interest in liturgy and liturgical reform.  

He has contributed significantly to both the ecumenical and inter

-faith dialogue with New Zealand and abroad, bringing closer 

relationships between differing denomination and faith 

traditions. His many writings have offered a wide breath of 

knowledge and learning from which we all have benefited. He 

continues to contribute generously of his time for ministry in the 

Diocese.  

We thank God for Bishop Peter and pray for him on the occasion 

of this significant anniversary.  

Knights of the Southern Cross - May Rosary  
The Knights of the Southern Cross would like to invite the 

parishioners of the parish to say the Rosary in their homes during 

the month May in honour of Mother Mary.  

Petition for Referendum - NZ Abortion Act  
Petition request 

That the House of Representatives urge the Government to urgently 

hold a referendum to allow the New Zealand people the opportunity to 

have their say on whether the Abortion Legislation Act 2020 should be 

repealed. 
 

Petition reason 

A view that the abortion legislation was rushed through Parliament 

while the entire country was distracted with COVID-19. There needs to 

be a referendum so the people can have their say—MPs should not be 

able to vote against giving the people their say in such important 

matters, especially a law legalising full term abortion. 

Click on the link to sign: Sign Petition 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
The St Vincent de Paul Society are a committed group in our 

Parish who undertake good works. This work is always ‘hidden 

and unknown’ but very much appreciated. If you know of  

someone who needs firewood or some other form of assistance 

please contact the Parish Office. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQsuh9V3w-WRG7yEAnAf_FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MReAusoqzvk
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta.pagelist.html
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/petitions/document/PET_97570/petition-of-pamela-mcilwraith-referendum-on-abortion-legislation?fbclid=IwAR3xjhdMk6Pg_DvuTkxpoW6s_Rt8YB5A8pR3oBzcfHX6psZ4dtbJyQPd7zg


. 

Last Week’s Collection     
 Total - $4,285 

Readings 

This Week: Acts 2:14, 22-23; 1 Pet 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

Next Week: Acts 2:14, 36-41; 1 Pet 2:20-25; Jn 10:1-10 

NZ Catholic - Digital Link Below 
If you would like to receive a print or email copies of future issues 

published while churches are closed, supply your name and mailing 

address to admin@nzcatholic.org.nz or call 09 360 3067. Any papers 

supplied under this offer will be free of charge, while churches remain 

closed.  We are currently trialling an electronic version of our paper 

which, if it works out, we hope to put on our website, 

www.nzcatholic.org.nz and Facebook. This will also be free of charge, 

at least while churches are closed. Click on the link to a digital edition 

of the latest NZ Catholic: NZ Catholic Issue 587 

Planned Giving and Donations 

As we cannot take cash or planned giving envelopes during this time 

you are invited to make any donations to the Parish via internet 

banking.  

The account details are: 

Bank:                       BNZ 

Account:                 02-0630-0288045-09 

Account Name:   The Catholic Parish of Napier 

Reference:             Your planned giving number 

Code:                       Your surname 

If you are unsure of your planned giving number, or would like to 

contribute using direct debit please phone our Parish Administrator 

Carmel Jones, who is working from home, on 844 9424. 

Sacred Heart College 
Our school opens on Wednesday for year 9 and 10 students 

who cannot learn from home as per Ministry guidelines. 

The main message continues to be if you can stay home, 

please do so. Our site is being prepared and teachers are 

continuing to work hard ensuring all students are catered 

for as we settle in to a new way of learning.  We are 

encouraging our school community to follow the RSA 

recommendation and celebrate Anzac day on Saturday 25 

April at 6pm by standing at your letterbox, at the front 

door, in your lounge rooms, balconies, in your 

driveway.  Stand and take a moment to remember, while 

staying in your bubble. Any enrolment inquiries for 2021 

please email admin@sacredheartnapier.school.nz.   

God Bless, Maria Neville-Foster 

St John’s College, Hastings  

We are in week two of term two. Our students, teachers and parents 

continue to adapt to learning in an online world. Many of our 

teachers are using a mixture of email, video and Microsoft OneNote 

to communicate with their students and set work. They are in daily 

communication with students in one form or another. Parents and 

students are responding well, with some of our teachers saying they 

are as busy as ever with students submitting work online and 

looking for quick feedback. At this stage learning online for our 

senior students will continue for the foreseeable. What the face to 

face school environment will look like is still to be seen, but we look 

forward to having some our young men back at school next week. 

Enrolments for 2021: Once we come out of Level 4 and are back at 

the College we will be able to start the enrolment process for 2021. 

Any parents of Year 8 students wanting information please contact 

Deb Smith (dsmith@stjohns.school.nz)                   Conor Bolton (DRS) 

http://www.nzcatholic.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/NZCatholic/
https://pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/NZ-Catholic_Issue-587_April-19-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10Bh3E6wndnDRf_MyWvcoEGy4XjFPXr1UuZvOBR5K65G_9jymRvk-1Vj4


 
Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 

Recently Deceased:  
 

Anniversaries: Dan McGrath  (25/04), Valarie Layton (26/04) 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Margaret Minehan, Betty Pattison,  

John Huggins, Chris St Clair, Peggy Lynex, Marie Stanford,  
Leo Baltussen, Peter Israel, Pauline Salmon, Tony Murphy,  

Rosemary Martin  and Irene  Petzer. 

News & Events 

Weekly - Monday:  

 Divine Mercy Prayer Group, 1.30pm, St Patrick’s Chapel. All 

welcome.  Enquiries phone: Laurie 843 5754 or Peter 843 7433. 

Weekly - Wednesday:  

 Napier Christian Meditation Group. 10am, Knox Church, 

Ahuriri. Enquiries phone Kathy 844 4503 or Alison 021 414 357.  

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Prayer. 4pm, 

St Mary’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Weekly - Thursday:  

 Taradale Christian Meditation Group, 10am, St Mary’s Centre, 

small meeting room. 

Weekly - Friday:  

 Youth Group, 6 - 8pm, St Joseph's School, Hastings, Paola 021 

079 0738 or Victoria 021 071 2898. 

Weekly - Sunday:  

 Samoan Divine Mercy Group, 3pm, St Thomas More Church 

Fortnightly - Monday: 

 Multiple Sclerosis HB Group, 9am-2pm, Heavey Hall, St 

Thomas More Church 

St Thomas More Lotto: 2020 Round 2 - Draw 5, 34 Wainu 

Mitchell  

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
Spiritual communion is a traditional practice of uniting ourselves to 

God through prayer. As we are unable to receive Holy Communion 

at this time, the following prayer can be said while Mass is being     

celebrated online or at any time during the day.  
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen  

Parish Office 

The Parish Office is closed but Father Damian and I are here in the 

Presbytery. We are answering the telephone and will reply to 

messages if you leave them.  

While we cannot come out to see you, please contact us if we can be 

of any help by talking with you. 

Do you need assistance? 

Some generous parishioners have contacted us to offer assistance. 

They were thinking of our elderly parishioners who may need help 

with groceries, going to the pharmacy, medical supplies etc.  
 

If you are in need of some assistance please contact us here at the 

Parish Office and we will arrange for one of these generous 

parishioners to contact you. 



  

THE FEAST OF ST. PETER CHANEL SM - 28TH APRIL 

THE FIRST MARTYR OF OCEANIA 
His personal motto, ‘To love Mary and bring others to love her.’ 

 

St Peter Chanel was born on 12 July 1803, the fifth of eight children, in a farming  

family in south-eastern France. He was ordained on 15 July 1827, at the age of 24,  

as a priest for the Belley Diocese and was already thinking seriously about applying 

for an apostolate in the foreign missions. In 1831, at 28, with his Bishop’s agreement, 

he joined the small group of Diocesan priests in the Dioceses of Belley and Lyons, 

who had hopes of starting a Society of Mary. Its most prominent members were  

Jean-Claude Colin and Marcellin Champagnat, who were responsible for establishing 

a branch of teaching brothers.  
 

In 1832 Peter joined the staff , as a spiritual director, of a minor seminary in Belley, 

which also doubled as a college for boys who had no thought of a priestly vocation. 

ln 1833 Peter accompanied Fr Colin and another priest to Rome to ask the Pope’s   

approval for their planned Society of Mary. They left Rome empty-handed, however, 

Papal approval of the priests’ branch of the Society of Mary was finally given in April 

1836 when the Marists accepted responsibility for new missions in the little-known 

south-west Pacific. Given his long interest in foreign missions, it is not surprising that 

Peter offered his name for  

Oceania. He was chosen to be one of the first band of missionaries, four priests and three catechist brothers, who had 

been trained by Champagnat, under the leadership of Bishop Pompallier, vicar apostolic of Western Oceania and 

later first bishop of Auckland. 
 

After a year long journey, round Cape Horn and up to Valparaiso on the Pacific coast of South America, the  

missionaries sailed into the Pacific, fact-finding and considering possibilities. On All Saints Day 1837, Pompallier 

placed Fr Peter Bataillon and Br Joseph Luzy on Wallis Island, in an island group north of Fiji. A week later he 

founded a second mission, leaving Fr Peter Chanel and Br Marie-Nizier Delorme 170km away on Futuna, the smaller 

island of the two. By then the Bishop had decided to make his base in New Zealand and, via Sydney, landed in the 

Hokianga on 10 January l838. Peter and Marie-Nizier were well received by the king of one of the two factions into 

which the islanders were split and they were allowed to stay. Pompallier left, promising to return with another  

missionary in six months, a promise he proved unable to keep, and which seriously undermined the missionaries’ 

position in the eyes of the islanders. On the island were also some English traders, including Thomas Boag, an  

English Protestant and widower of a Futunan woman, who helped the missionaries, especially with the local  

language. The missionaries tried to help the islanders with primitive medicine, to discourage tribal warfare and  

practices such as abortion, and to seize whatever opportunities arose for giving instruction and administering      

baptism. For three and a half years on Futuna, Peter and Marie-Nizier battled with language difficulties, strange  

customs and food, sickness, malnutrition, loneliness. Hardest to bear was the seeming lack of success in adult  

conversions. They persevered, living and preaching the Gospel, in spite of the king’s tolerance wearing thin. 
 

The eventual conversion of the king’s son proved to be Peter’s death warrant. With the king’s approval, a small 

group of his tribal leaders clubbed Peter to death while Marie-Nizier was absent visiting elsewhere. It was on 28th 

April 1841. When he heard the news of Peter’s brutal death, Pompallier sailed to Wallis, accompanied by Fr Philippe 

Viard, later to be the first Bishop of Wellington. Viard went ashore on Futuna, refusing any armed escort, and  

gathered Peter’s remains, which were then brought to New Zealand. These were kept reverently at Kororareka 

(Russell) until1849 when they were returned to France. They are now once again on Futuna, venerated in a shrine 

that has become a pilgrimage centre for the whole Pacific. 
 

Because of the difficulty of getting reliable eye-witness evidence, it took the Church a long time to be satisfied that 

Peter died because of hatred of the Catholic faith, and not for some other reason. He was officially declared a martyr 

and beatified in 1889. He was declared a saint by Pope Pius XII in 1954 and, because of his connection with  

New Zealand, St Peter Chanel is honoured here with a feast day. 

 

Excerpts taken from an article written by Fr. Justin Taylor SM, Marist Messenger 30.3.17 


